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Regular Meeting, Wednesday, February 14, 2018, 7:00 p.m. Government Center, Verona, VA. 
 
PRESENT: Gerald W. Garber, Chairman 
  Carolyn S. Bragg-Vice Chairman  
  Terry L. Kelley, Jr. 
  Michael L. Shull 
  Wendell L. Coleman 
  Marshall W. Pattie 
  Pam L. Carter 
  Timothy K. Fitzgerald, County Administrator 
  Jennifer M. Whetzel, Deputy County Administrator  
  John Wilkinson, Director of Community Development 
   Leslie Tate, Planner 
  James R. Benkahla, County Attorney 
  Angie Michael, Executive Assistant  
 
 
   VIRGINIA: At a regular meeting of the Augusta County Board of 

Supervisors held on Wednesday, February 14, 2018, 
at 7:00 p.m., at the Government Center, Verona, 
Virginia, and in the 242nd year of the Commonwealth.... 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Chairman Garber welcomed the citizens present. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
The following student from the Buffalo Gap High School led us with the Pledge of 
Allegiance: 
 
Kieland Chandler is a senior at Buffalo Gap High School.  She attends the Shenandoah 
Valley Governors School.  Ms. Chandler is the Executive President for the Student 
Council and serves as secretary of the National Honor Society.  She is also a member 
Art Honor Society and plays volleyball, basketball and softball.  Ms. Chandler plans to 
attend the University of Virginia and study chemistry. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Pam Carter, Supervisor for the Pastures District, delivered the invocation. 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
AMERICAN RED CROSS PROCLAMATION 
Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Mr. Shull that the Board adopt the following 
proclamation: 
 

AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH 2018 
  

WHEREAS, THE American Red Cross saw a record-breaking year in 2017 of challenging domestic and 
international response efforts.  Through the support of its volunteers, in just 45 days, the Red Cross 
responded to six of the largest and most complex disasters of 2017 including back-to-back hurricanes, the 
deadliest week of wildfires in California history, and the horrific mass shooting in Las Vegas.  In addition, 
the Red Cross responded to nearly 50,000 home fires in 2017, providing casework assistance to help 
76,000 families recover; and 
 
WHEREAS, in Augusta County, the Red Cross has a long history of helping our neighbors in need.  The 
Central and Shenandoah Chapter, Virginia region, assisted with more than 150 local disasters in the past 
year alone.  They installed nearly 1,500 smoke alarms and reached thousands of people with fire safety 
information.  In our area, the Red Cross handles an average of 350 emergency military calls every year 
and collects an average of 12,000 units of blood from our generous blood donors; and 
 
WHEREAS, March is American Red Cross Month, a special time to recognize and thank the Red Cross 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS PROCLAMATION (CONT’D) 
volunteers and donors who give of their time and resources to help members of the community.  The Red 
Cross depends on these local heroes to deliver help and hope during a disaster.  We applaud our heroes 
here in Augusta County who give of themselves to assist their neighbors when they need a helping hand; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, across the country and around the world, the American Red Cross responds to disasters big 
and small.  It collects about 40 percent of the nation’s blood supply; provides 24-hour support to military 
members, veterans and their families; teaches millions lifesaving skills such as lifeguarding and CPR; and 
through its Restoring Family Links program, connects family members separated by crisis, conflict or 
migration; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Augusta County Board of Supervisors supports the American Red Cross mission to 
prevent and alleviate human suffering in the face of emergencies.  Our community depends on the 
American Red Cross, which relies on donations of time, money and blood to fulfill its humanitarian 
mission; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, The Augusta County Board of Supervisors do hereby 
proclaim March 2018 as American Red Cross Month.   
 
Vote was as follows:   Yeas: Garber, Bragg, Kelley, Shull, Coleman, Pattie 

          and Carter  
    Nays: None 
                                        
Motion carried. 

 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
 
MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC 
Jon Tsakis of 1279 Nova Drive, Waynesboro, gave an update on the Stuarts Draft Town 
Center, LLC rezoning issue.  An agreement has been made to keep the existing drainage 
pipe and add two additional 60 inch pipes.  Mr. Tsakis will keep the engineering 
department informed of the progress and would like this rezoning to be placed on the 
February 28 agenda for Board approval. 
 
Ms. Bragg reminded everyone that this is the project for KEYS Academy in Stuarts Draft.  
She requests adding this to the February 28, 2018 meeting agenda. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS ANNUAL REPORT 
Sandy Bunch, Zoning Administrator, showed a PowerPoint presentation and reviewed 
the Board of Zoning Appeals Annual Report.  The Board meets the first Thursday of 
every month.  They heard 62 requests for Special Use Permits and 57 of those were 
approved.  There was one Public Hearing regarding a variance from the flood plain 
ordinance and was approved.  Also approved were 14 extensions of time.  Special Use 
Permit requests have increased slightly for 2017.  The Board received five requests for 
dog kennels and all five were approved. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT 
Leslie Tate, Planner, showed a PowerPoint presentation and reviewed the Planning 
Commission Annual Report.  The Planning Commission held eight regular meetings on 
the second Tuesday of the month in 2017.  The Commission had three rezoning requests 
and two Sourcewater Protection Overlay requests.  Acreage was lower compared to 
2016, which included the large Blue Mountain Property.  The significant portion of the  
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PLANNING COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT (CONT’D) 
Planning Commissions time was spent in ordinance amendments.  There were ten zoning 
and subdivision ordinance amendments.  The Planning Commission recommended 
approval of all of the ordinance amendments except for one.   
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
 
MIDDLE RIVER AND CRIMORA-MADRID AGRICULTURAL AND 
FORESTAL DISTRICT RENEWALS 
The Board discussed the renewal process. 
 
John Wilkinson, Director of Community Development, stated that Augusta County 
currently has four Agricultural and Forestal Districts.  These districts were created by the 
Board of Supervisors at the request of landowners as a means to protect and enhance 
agricultural and forestal land in the County.  The land in these districts automatically 
qualify for land use if the qualifying requirements are met.   The Agricultural and Forestal 
Districts have a 10 year term.  The Middle River and Crimora-Madrid districts are set to 
expire on November 28, 2018.  The Board of Supervisors must decide if the districts 
should be continued, terminated or modified. 
 
The Board agreed to sending letters to the land owners of these districts. 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
WAIVERS– NONE 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Mr. Shull, that the Board approve the consent agenda 
as follows: 
 
MINUTES 
Consider minutes of the following meetings: 
• Special Meeting, Monday, January 22, 2018 
• Staff Briefing, Monday, January 22, 2018 
• Regular Meeting, Wednesday, January 24, 2018 
 
CLAIMS 
Consider claims paid since January 1, 2018. 
 
Vote was as follows:   Yeas: Garber, Bragg, Kelley, Shull, Coleman, Pattie 

           and Carter  
    Nays: None 
                                        
Motion carried. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

(END OF CONSENT AGENDA) 
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MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY THE BOARD  
Mr. Shull stated that three board members attended a meeting at the White House.  At 
this meeting, agriculture and internet were discussed.  The Market Animal Show 
Committee is asking for funding and with budget coming up it will need to be reviewed.   
 
Mr. Fitzgerald pointed out that Chairman Garber is planning to meet with the Chair of 
the Ag Committee to let them know how much funding is available and suggest coming 
to the Board of Supervisors for approval to use the available funding. 
 
Mr. Shull would like to look at the tax rates from other Counties and compare them to 
Augusta County.  He would like to compile a report to look at growth over the past 
several years.   
 
Mr. Coleman thanked the ones from the Board that were able to attend the White 
House meeting.   
 
Ms. Carter would like any follow-up regarding the White House meeting to be forwarded 
to her.  
 
Mr. Shull stated that there have been several emails from the special assistants that 
have been received asking for ideas to be sent so the ideas can be reviewed.  
 
Ms. Bragg suggests compiling ideas and sending it as a whole. 
 
Mr. Shull stated that it was an honor to be invited to this meeting. 
 
Ms. Bragg attended the Augusta County Middle School STEM Program at Expo.  There 
were 270 students and 170 projects which were amazing and an eye opener.  She also 
attended the Augusta County Fire Department Banquet.  The Board traveled to 
Richmond for Government Day and talked to the Delegates on issues.  The Market 
Animal Show gave a presentation.  Shenandoah Valley Partnership is doing a program 
on February 23 at Blue Ridge Community College on a new air service at Shenandoah 
Valley Regional Airport.  Business Staffing had a ribbon cutting for their new location in 
Fishersville. 
 
Dr. Pattie attended the Market Animal Banquet at Expo and it was well attended. Any 
money the Board donates needs to be specific to operations.  There are questions that 
have not been answered on the new facility for the Market Animal Show.  The White 
House meeting was successful.  It’s important to get ideas together for them to review. 
He recommends letting community members work together and do the footwork of 
putting ideas together so when things are proposed it has been well thought out. 
 
Mr. Kelley stated that one interesting point from the White House meeting was when 
the Secretary of Interior pointed out that when the Government shut down this time 
compared to the last, this President said the National Parks would not be shut down.  
They do not belong to the Government, they belong to the people.  Mr. Kelley attended 
Swoope and Company 10’s Banquet.  He also attended the meeting on the Comp Plan 
for Mill Place Commerce Park. 
 
Mr. Garber stated that his dinner will need to be moved to a different date.  The Board 
chose March 5 for the dinner.   
 
Mr. Shull pointed out that there were close to 600 in attendance for the Market Animal 
Banquet. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY STAFF  
Timothy Fitzgerald, County Administrator discussed the following issues: 

1) CSPDC Transit Funding letter of request was received.  There was a pilot 
program previously brought up and didn’t have the interest to happen.  The 
scope of that project has been reduced.  A bus service would run five days a 
week from Staunton to Charlottesville.  As part of this program, there was a grant 
to be applied for and the grant required a local match.  The local match total was 
$70,000, of which Augusta County was asked for a commitment of $14,000.00 a 
year for the next three years.  The grant deadline was February 1 and the 
County did not commit to the $14,000.00.  This funding will show up in the 
budget as a budget request.  Staunton is able to commit and Waynesboro is not 
able to commit after looking at their budget.   

Mr. Coleman stated that the funding had to do with the number of commuters per 
destination.  Augusta County has 306 commuters with Stuarts Draft and Fishersville 
having the greatest number.  There is a fee associated with this service. 
 
Dr. Pattie stated that there is definitely benefits with this program.   
 

2) VLGMA Winter Conference is Thursday and Friday in Charlottesville.  The 
agenda appears to be informative. 

3) Leslie Tate, Planner, gave an update on the Mill Place Commerce Park zoning.  
Two business owners attended a meeting previously concerning the Mill Place 
zoning.  It was suggested that 50,000 square feet of warehousing is low and it 
should be pushed to 100,000.00.  There was discussion of office uses.  Retail 
has been eliminated as a use with the proposed draft.  Offices would be 
permitted in area one and area two would be the hotel and conference center.  
Every area of the park would have full range of industrial uses.  The Board’s 
direction is needed of how to move forward. 

Ms. Bragg suggests the Board reviewing the information and placing it on the Staff 
Briefing agenda. 
Ms. Carter asked if increasing the warehouse would place the County in a better 
position.   
Ms. Tate stated that it may be beneficial for future use.  There would need to be 
conditions written in the zoning.  
Mr. Coleman points out that it is difficult to make a decision with not being able to hear 
the actual conversation at the meeting.  It’s important to protect the investment.  What 
is already there and what is planned is impressive.   
 
Ms. Carter would like to hear from more owners or occupants. 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
On motion of Ms. Bragg, seconded by Mr. Shull, the Board went into closed session 
pursuant to: 
 

(1) the real property exemption under Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(A)(3) 
 [discussion of the acquisition for a public purpose, or 

disposition, of real property]: 
 

a) Ladd Elementary School 
b) Verona Elementary School 
c) Augusta County Courthouse 
d) Mill Place Commerce Park 

 
 

(2) the economic development exemption under Virginia Code § 2.2-
3711(A)(5) 
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CLOSED SESSION (CONT’D) 
 [discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the 

expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous 
announcement has been made of its interest in locating or 
expanding its facilities in the county]: 

 
a) Proposed Office space, flex space, storage facilities, 

manufacturing facilities, utility and mixed use development 
 

 
 

(3) the legal counsel exemption under Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(A)(7) 
 [consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or 

consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, and 
consultation with legal counsel regarding specific legal matters 
requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as 
permitted under subsection (A) (7)]: 

 
a) Ladd Elementary School 
b) Verona Elementary School 
c) Augusta County Courthouse 
d) Mill Place Commerce Park 

 
 
On motion of Mr. Kelley, seconded by Mr. Shull, the Board came out of Closed Session. 
 
Vote was as follows:   Yeas: Garber, Bragg, Kelley, Shull, Coleman, Pattie 

          and Carter  
    Nays: None 
                                        
Motion carried. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
The Chairman advised that each member is required to certify that to the best of 
their knowledge during the closed session only the following was discussed: 
 

1. Public business matters lawfully exempted from statutory open meeting 
requirements, and 

 
2.   Only such public business matters identified in the motion to convene the 

executive session. 
 
The Chairman asked if there is any Board member who cannot so certify. 
 
Hearing none, the Chairman called upon the County Administrator/ Clerk of the Board to 
call the roll noting members of the Board who approve the certification shall answer AYE 
and those who cannot shall answer NAY. 
 
Roll Call Vote was as follows: 
 
    Yeas: Garber, Bragg, Kelley, Shull, Coleman, Pattie 

          and Carter  
    Nays: None 
    
Motion carried. 
   
 
The Chairman authorized the County Administrator/Clerk of the Board to record this 
certification in the minutes.   
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*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MILL PLACE COMMERCE PARK 
Mr. Kelley moved, seconded by Mr. Shull, to negotiate real estate as directed in Closed 
Session. 
 
 
Vote was as follows:   Yeas: Garber, Kelley, Coleman, Pattie 

           and Carter  
    Nays: Shull, Bragg 
                                        
Motion carried. 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no other business to come before the Board, Dr. Pattie moved, seconded by 
Ms. Carter, the Board adjourn subject to call of the Chairman. 
 
Vote was as follows:   Yeas: Garber, Bragg, Kelley, Shull, Coleman, Pattie 

          and Carter  
    Nays: None 
                                        
Motion carried. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________          ______________________________ 
    Chairman      County Administrator                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
h:02-14min.18 
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