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2.	PURPOSE, SCOPE, AND ASSUMPTIONS


	2.1	Purpose

The purpose of this plan is to outline and direct actions intended to preserve life and protect property from further destruction in the event of an emergency affecting the region.  The overall plan establishes an emergency organizational structure to direct and control operations during the emergency situation by assigning responsibilities to specific entities.  All essential entities are to utilize any and all available resources when mitigating against, preparing for, responding to, and recovering from a natural or man-made emergency.


	2.2	Scope

[bookmark: _GoBack]This plan pertains to all entities under the jurisdiction of the Augusta County and the Cities of Staunton and Waynesboro.  Any personnel having a role in the planning for or response to any emergency must have knowledge of and access to this plan and all of its parts.


	2.3	Planning Assumptions

· An effective Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) tells those with operational responsibilities what to do and why to do it. It instructs those outside the jurisdiction on how to provide support and what to expect.

· Emergency planning includes the key areas involved in addressing any threat or hazard: preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation.

· Incidents, emergencies, or disasters will require full coordination of operations and resources, and may:

· Occur at any time with little or no warning.

· Require that multiple jurisdictions and public and private sectors participate in significant information-sharing.

· Have a local, state, or national impact and require significant intergovernmental resource coordination.

· Involve multiple, highly varied hazards or threats on a local, regional, statewide, or national scale.

· Result in mass casualties; displaced persons; property loss; environmental damage; disruption of the economy, normal life support systems, essential public services, and critical infrastructure.

· Overwhelm the capabilities of first responders, local jurisdictions, and private-sector service providers.

· Attract a sizeable influx of donations, as well as, independent and spontaneous volunteers.

· Require prolonged, sustained incident management operations and support activities for long-term recovery and mitigation.

· The combined expertise and capabilities of government at all levels, the private sector, and nongovernmental organizations will be required to mitigate, prepare for, respond to, and recover from large scale incidents, emergencies, or disasters.

· Citizens are generally capable to sustain themselves within their homes for 3 days.
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