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3.	SITUATION OVERVIEW


	3.1	General Description
	
The region that is comprised of Augusta County and the Cities of Staunton and Waynesboro is centrally located within the Shenandoah Valley, between the Blue Ridge and Alleghany Mountains in West Central Virginia.  The Region covers 1,002 square miles.  Augusta County is the second largest county (in land area) in Virginia.  As of 2019, the estimated population in the Region was 122,985.  Major highway transportation routes include Interstate 81, Interstate 64, U.S. Rt. 11, U.S. Rt. 250, and U.S. Rt. 340.   Parts of the Blue Ridge Parkway, the Washington and Jefferson National Forests, and Shenandoah National Park are in the Region.  Major water bodies for the Region include the Calfpasture, North, South, and Middle Rivers; Back, Christians, and Smith Creeks; and Elkhorn and Sherando Lakes.


	3.2	Hazards Risk Analysis

Because of the close proximity of the localities and the similarities in terrain and other natural factors, the hazards associated with the three jurisdictions were determined to be equivalent in probability.  Based on this analysis, the primary hazards to affect the region are as follows:

	Hazard Type*
	Rank

	Flooding or Dam Failure
	Significant

	Drought 
	High

	Hurricane 
	High

	Severe Winter Weather
	High

	Land Subsidence/Karst
	Medium

	Wind (Tornado, Derecho, or Straight-line Winds)
	Medium

	Wildfire
	Medium

	Hazardous Materials (Transportation and Industrial)
	Medium

	Power Outages
	Medium

	Landslide
	Low

	Terrorism
	Low

	Earthquake
	Low

















*Please see Central Shenandoah Hazard Mitigation Plan for a more in-depth description of the data and process that lead to the results of this analysis.


	3.3	Capability Assessment

All three jurisdictions participate in the annual, state-wide Local Capability Assessment for Readiness (LCAR) program.  LCAR provides a local assessment tool to understand strengths and areas for improvement; identifies needs and justifies expenditures; provides a source of data and allows for a state-wide view of local preparedness.  The LCAR, which meets the State requirement that all political subdivisions provide an annually updated emergency management assessment, serves as a companion document to the Staunton-Augusta-Waynesboro Emergency Operations Plan.


	3.4	Mitigation Overview

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hazard mitigation involves reducing or eliminating long-term risk to persons or property to lessen the actual or potential effects or consequences of an incident.  Mitigation measures may be implemented prior to, during, or after an incident.  Augusta County, Staunton, and Waynesboro participate in the planning and update process of the regional Central Shenandoah Hazard Mitigation Plan.  This in-depth mitigation plan, which covers the twenty-one jurisdictions located in the Central Shenandoah Planning District, is produced by the Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission with significant input from the local jurisdictions represented in the plan.  The goal of this plan is to reduce the impacts of hazards on human, economic, critical infrastructure, and natural resources by highlighting mitigation concepts and objectives that can be implemented by the local jurisdictions to address the specific and unique hazard vulnerabilities they possess.  The Central Shenandoah Hazard Mitigation Plan serves as a companion document to the Staunton-Augusta-Waynesboro Emergency Operations Plan.
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