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INTRODUCTION
Emergency Support Functions


[bookmark: _GoBack]The functional annexes describe the emergency operations of departments within the local jurisdictions or local agencies.  These annexes include specific detail and direction for the departments and agencies, and support the Basic Plan.  These annexes are organized around the Emergency Support Functions (ESFs) format which is an element of the National Incident Management System (NIMS). The ESFs are mechanisms for grouping functions most frequently used to provide support during disasters and emergencies.  NIMS is used as a management system by the Cities of Staunton and Waynesboro and Augusta County.  NIMS is incorporated in the planning process of the three jurisdictions, as well as Commonwealth of Virginia Emergency Operations Plan (COVEOP) at the state level, and the National Response Framework (NRF) at the federal level.  The Emergency Support Function format allows for the facilitation of communication between all levels of government, especially during large scale emergencies.
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