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EMERGENCY SUPPORT FUNCTION #16 - MILITARY AFFAIRS 


1.	Lead Individuals – Staunton, Waynesboro, and Augusta County:

Directors of Emergency Management (County Administrator/City Managers)
Coordinators of Emergency Management/Services
[bookmark: _GoBack]Deputy Coordinators of Emergency Management/Services


2.	Support Agencies and Organizations:

Virginia Department of Emergency Management


3.	Purpose:

The purpose of Emergency Support Function #16 is to outline the parameters on the use of all Department of Defense (DOD) and National Guard assets in support of a declared emergency.


4.	Scope and Applicability:

The Governor of Virginia is the Commander-in-Chief of all forces in the Commonwealth organized under the Department of Military Affairs (DMA). The Adjutant General (TAG) of Virginia is the military commander.

DMA staffs its Joint Force Headquarters (JFHQ).  Within the JFHQ is the Joint Operations Center (JOC) that is operational 24 hours a day/7 days a week.  The JFHQ-VA draws forces from the Virginia Army National Guard, the Virginia Air National Guard, and the Virginia Defense Force to fulfill requests for assistance requirements.

ESF #16 in Augusta County, Staunton, and Waynesboro will not be staffed, but rather exists as a coordinating entity.  Coordination will occur between the Emergency Management/Services Coordinators and the response assets on specifics as it relates to duties assigned.


5.	Policies:

· Augusta County and Waynesboro do not have military installations within their jurisdictions and do not maintain stand-alone agreements with military assets.  The Thomas Howie Memorial Armory is in Staunton and is the headquarters for the 116th Infantry Brigade Combat Team of the Virginia Army National Guard.

· DMA units will not directly respond to requests for assistance from local officials except to save human life, prevent human suffering, or to prevent great damage or destruction of property.  DMA units will advise local officials to submit requests for assistance through the Virginia Emergency Operations Center (VEOC).

· The Virginia National Guard is only available when a disaster declaration has been issued.

· For this Emergency Support Function, lists of relevant contacts and resources are maintained and located at the three jurisdictions’ Emergency Management/Services Coordinators’ offices. These resource documents are not part of the S-A-W EOP. 


6.	Concept of Operations:

The three jurisdictions will request a capability or need to the VEOC as outlined in EOC procedures and ESF #7 - Logistics.

It is at the determination of the VEOC if DMA assets are best suited for the requested task.  Assets will be limited to only accept missions or work assignments if within the original scope of deployment.

Support cannot be transferred to another agency without prior approval.

Once assets have been committed, those responding will coordinate directly with local officials to accomplish the objective.
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