

Staunton-Augusta-Waynesboro Emergency Operations Plan - 2020
SEARCH AND RESCUE PROCEDURES

I. POLICY

The Augusta County Sheriff’s Office serves an area of nearly 1000 square miles.  Much of that area includes rugged and remote terrain made of up forests, rivers, and streams.  These areas attract a large number of outdoor enthusiasts pursuing recreation in unfamiliar surroundings ranging from single day hiking trips to extended stay wilderness camping.  In addition, the very young or the elderly can become disoriented or lost in what most would consider populated areas of the County.  In these cases, it is imperative that these people be located quickly in order to save lives.  The Augusta County Sheriff’s Office is committed to maintaining a search and rescue program that will assign the appropriate priority to the situation in a rapid and efficient manner in order that human life can be protected to the fullest.

II. PURPOSE

To establish and delineate responsibility and authority, along with operational and administrative procedures for search and rescue activities within Augusta County.

III. PROCEDURES - RESPONSIBILITIES

A. Pursuant to code 44-146.19, which says, 

1. Each political subdivision within the Commonwealth shall be within the jurisdiction of and served by the Department of Emergency Management and be responsible for local disaster mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  Each political subdivision may maintain, in accordance with State disaster preparedness plans and programs, an agency of emergency management which, except as otherwise provided under this chapter, has jurisdiction over and services the entire political subdivision.

2. Each political subdivision shall have a director of emergency management who, after the term of the person presently serving in this capacity has expired and in the absence of an executive order by the Governor, shall be the following:

	a.	In the case of a county, a member of the Board of Supervisors selected by the Board or the Chief Administrative Officer for the county who shall have the authority to appoint a coordinator of emergency management with the consent of the governing body.
IV. PROCEDURES

A. Priority of Resources

1. When the search and rescue function involves a life threatening emergency that creates needs beyond that of the Sheriff’s Office, the Emergency Services Director or Coordinator/Deputy Coordinator may request that one or more County departments provide equipment, supplies, human resources, or facilities to meet the needs of a search and rescue operation.

B. Dispatch Protocol

1. Upon notification of a possible search and rescue incident within Augusta County, the Augusta County Emergency Communications Center’s Dispatcher shall:

a. Notify and dispatch a law enforcement officer to the scene.

b. Address concurrent problems/emergencies.

C. Law Enforcement Responsibility 

1. First Arriving Officer

a. Respond to the scene as directed by ECC.

b. Assess the incident and notify the shift supervisor if a search is ongoing or necessary.

2. Shift Supervisor

a. Establish unified command and control.

b. Notify the Emergency Services Coordinator/Deputy Coordinator.

c. Assess what additional resources are needed and notify ECC Dispatch so that the appropriate call-outs can be initiated using ECC dispatch protocol.

d. If additional law enforcement manpower is needed, direct ECC Dispatch to use callout procedures for law enforcement personnel as defined in General Order 2-22, Unusual Occurrences.

e. Begin completing a missing person form if the situation requires that one be filed.

f. Notify the on duty/on call investigator if the incident is the result of a criminal act.

g. Direct ECC dispatch to notify private search and rescue resources from the surrounding localities as needed.

V. SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES

A. Tactical Needs

1. Any incident that requires tactical response will be handled pursuant to ACSO General Order 2-40, “Tactical Unit”.  Once the Tactical Unit Commander arrives he shall assume command of all tactical operations unless the Sheriff dictates otherwise.

B. Water or Underwater Rescue/Recovery

1. With any incident that requires the exercise of a water or underwater rescue/recovery unit, ECC shall be notified and they shall dispatch the appropriate underwater group based on ECC protocol.	

C. Fire and/or Rescue Incidents
 	
1. With any incident that requires the use of fire and/or rescue personnel, ECC Dispatch shall notify appropriate resources to the scene based on the ECC fire/rescue protocol.


VI. INCIDENT RESOLUTION 

A.	The Sheriff or his designee shall be kept apprised of the search and rescue attempt until it is resolved, at which time a full report shall be made to him detailing the manpower and resources that were expended and including critique of the procedures employed.
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