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April 21, 1999, at 7:00 p.m.




Regular Meeting, Wednesday, November 28, 2018, 7:00 p.m. Government Center, Verona, VAPRIVATE 
.

PRESENT:
Gerald W. Garber, Chairman




Carolyn S. Bragg-Vice Chairman 


Michael L. Shull
Marshall W. Pattie


Wendell L. Coleman


Pam L. Carter



Timothy K. Fitzgerald, County Administrator 



John Wilkinson, Director of Community Development


James R. Benkahla, County Attorney


Angie Michael, Executive Assistant

ABSENT:
Jennifer Whetzel, Deputy County Administrator




VIRGINIA:
At a regular meeting of the Augusta County Board of Supervisors held on Wednesday, November 28, 2018, at 7:00 p.m., at the Government Center, Verona, Virginia, and in the 243rd year of the Commonwealth....

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Chairman Garber welcomed the citizens present.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
The following students from Stuarts Draft Middle School led the Board of Supervisors in the Pledge of Allegiance:
Dustin Reed enjoys hunting and wants to be a professional Photography and or Videographer.
Brady Bell is on the wrestling team and soccer team.  He wants to be a Paramedic or Surgeon.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Wendell Coleman, Supervisor for the Wayne District, delivered the invocation.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

CRESCENT DEVELOPMENT GROUP, LLC AND MYERS CORNER
PARTNERS, LC – REZONING

This being the day and time advertised to consider a request to rezone from Multi-Family Residential to General Business approximately 0.345 acres (portion of TMP 066C1-8-1 and portion of TMP 066C-8-11) owned by Crescent Development Group, LLC and Myers Corner Partners, LC located in the southwest quadrant of the intersection of Jefferson Highway (Route 250) and Myers Corner Drive in Fishersville in the Wayne District.  The Planning Commission recommends approval.
John Wilkinson, Director of Community Development, stated that this developed when Bobby’s Way was completed.  Two strips zoned Multi-Family were left and the applicant would like to have it zoned General Business to coincide with the rest of the parcel.

Scott Williams represents both of the co-applicants on this request.  An office condominium project is being developed and it makes sense to add this strip of land to the project. 
CRESCENT DEVELOPMENT GROUP, LLC AND MYERS CORNER

PARTNERS, LC – REZONING (CONT’D)
The Chairman declared the public hearing to be open.  
There being no speakers, the Chairman declared the public hearing closed.
Mr. Coleman moved, seconded by Mr. Shull, that the Board approve the Planning Commission’s recommendation for the rezoning request.

Vote was as follows:
Yeas:
Garber, Shull, Coleman, Bragg,  Pattie and 






Carter 




Nays:
None
Motion carried.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   *  *  *  *

CRIMORA-MADRID AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTAL DISTRICT
This being the day and time advertised to consider an ordinance amendment of Chapter 3 of the Augusta County Code for the Crimora-Madrid Agricultural and Forestal District located in the Middle River District lying between Route 784 (Pine Bluff Road) and Route 865 (Rockfish Road) and south of Route 612 (New Hope and Crimora Road).  The amended approximate acreage of the district is 1,099.  The amendment will renew the existing district, with additions, until November 24, 2028.

Mr. Wilkinson stated that the Board voted at the October 24th meeting to renew both Crimora-Madrid and Middle River Agricultural and Forestal Districts.  Extra time was granted for property owners to be able to enter or leave the district.  The Crimora-Madrid District increased from 648.39 acres to approximately 1099 acres.  This increase was from new additions to the district.
The Chairman declared the public hearing to be open.  
There being no speakers, the Chairman declared the public hearing closed.
Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Mr. Shull, that the Board approve the ordinance amendment.
Vote was as follows:
Yeas:
Garber, Shull, Coleman, Bragg,  Pattie and 






Carter 




Nays:
None
Motion carried.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   *  *  *  *

MIDDLE RIVER AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTAL DISTRICT
This being the day and time advertised to consider an ordinance amendment of Chapter 3 of the Augusta County Code for the Middle River Agricultural and Forestal District located in the Middle River District, lying east of Interstate 81; both east and west sides of Route 778 (Knightly Mill Road), Route 774 (Broad Run Road), Route 774 (Cline River 
MIDDLE RIVER AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTAL DISTRICT (CON’TD)

Road), and Route 865 (Rockfish Road); both north and south sides of Route 608 (Battlefield Road), Route 775 (Buttermilk Road), and Route 775 (Craig Shop Road); on the north side of Route 777 (Knightly Lane); both north and south sides of Route 728 (Patterson Mill Road); on the southwest side of Route 774 (Piedmont Road).  The amendment will clarify that parcels within the district are also located on Dam Town Road.  The amended approximate acreage of the district is 5,575 acres.  The amendment will renew the existing district, with the corrections, additions and removals, until November 24, 2028.

Mr. Wilkinson stated there were additions and deletions which resulted in a small decrease in area from 5,694 acres to 5,575 acres.  

The Chairman declared the public hearing to be open.  
There being no speakers, the Chairman declared the public hearing closed.
Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Mr. Shull, that the Board approve the ordinance amendment.
Vote was as follows:
Yeas:
Garber, Shull, Coleman, Bragg, Pattie and 






Carter 




Nays:
None
Motion carried.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   *  *  *  *
LEASE OF BERRY FARM HAY AND PASTURE
This being the day and time advertised to consider authorizing the lease of the property owned by Augusta County, Virginia, Tax Map 36-19 and better known as the Berry Farm hay and pasture area in the Beverley Manor District.
Timothy K. Fitzgerald, County Administrator, stated that for many years this property has been leased for hay.  The lease is up for renewal and requires Board direction.

The Chairman declared the public hearing to be open.  
There being no speakers, the Chairman declared the public hearing closed.
Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Mr. Shull, that the Board authorize the lease of the Berry Farm hay and pasture property.
Vote was as follows:
Yeas:
Garber, Shull, Coleman, Bragg,  Pattie and 






Carter 




Nays:
None
Motion carried.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   *  *  *  *

MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC 

Mr. Garber stated that this is the time for anyone wanting to comment on the internet/broadband grant.  There is not an actual agenda item for public comment.

Brady Bell asked the Board what their thoughts were on Net Neutrality.
Dr. Pattie stated that the Board of Supervisors does not have a position.  The biggest challenge is half of Augusta County is dissatisfied with internet connection or does not have a connection.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   *  *  *  *

REFUND REQUEST FOR STANLEY N. THOMPSON
The Board considered a refund request from the Commissioner of the Revenue for Stanley N. Thompson in the amount of $2,872.89.
James Benkahla, County Attorney, stated this is a refund request for real estate property taxes paid.  The Commissioner of Revenue has determined through the Department of Veteran Affairs that Mr. Stanley qualifies for 100% service related disability.  Mr. Stanley has been paying real estate taxes for the past three years.  The code allows the County to refund taxes for the previous three years and the current years.  Due to the amount being over $2,500.00 a Board vote is necessary. 

Mr. Shull moved, seconded by Ms. Bragg that the Board approve the refund to Stanley N. Thompson in the amount of $2,872.89.
Vote was as follows:  
Yeas:
Garber, Bragg, Shull, Coleman, Pattie

           and Carter 





Nays:
 None

Motion carried.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   *  *  *  *

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
The Board considered the final Legislative Agenda.
Mr. Fitzgerald stated the final Legislative Agenda is completed.  The agenda will be sent to the Legislative Liaisons, Eldon James and Jane Wood, and begin the next General Assembly session.

Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Mr. Coleman that the Board approve the final Legislative Agenda.
Vote was as follows:  
Yeas:
Garber, Bragg, Shull, Coleman, Pattie

           and Carter 





Nays:
 None

Motion carried.


                 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
COMMISSIONER OF REVENUE TAX PROGRAM

The Board considered Tax Relief for the Elderly and Disabled.
Mr. Fitzgerald stated it was recommended for the Commissioner of Revenue to review other localities on how the Tax Relief for the Elderly and Disabled is handled in regards to income and net worth and the amount of acreage exempted through the process.  Jean Shrewsbury, Commission of Revenue, recommended to continue unchanged for the next reassessment cycle.  For Augusta County, this would mean the income limit would be $40,000.00 and the net worth would be $100,000.00 with five acres exempted.  An alternate proposal was to increase the five acres to 10 acres.  
Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Mr. Shull that the Board accept the Commissioner of Revenue’s recommendation and continue using what has been used previously.
Dr. Pattie prefers increasing to ten acres.  Having a lot of land and acreage in Augusta County does not mean it has great value.

Mr. Shull asked if the Commissioner keeps a list of who is eligible.  

Mr. Garber stated that the Commissioner has no way of knowing who is eligible.  It is only known if someone applies.

Dr. Pattie stated that with the amount currently deducted, it would not have a major budget impact if the acreage was increased.
Ms. Carter would like to know what the potential financial impact would be.

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that Ms. Shrewsbury would not be able to derive at that number because she has no idea who may qualify.  The only way for the Commissioner to know who is eligible is if they apply.

Mr. Garber agrees with Dr. Pattie on increasing the acreage to from five to ten.  It will not have a huge impact for the County, but it will impact the citizens greatly.
Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Mr. Shull to rescind the original motion.

Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Mr. Shull that the Board approve increasing the total acreage to quality for Tax Relief for the Elderly or Disabled from five acres to ten acres.

Vote was as follows:  
Yeas:
Garber, Bragg, Shull, Coleman, Pattie

           and Carter 





Nays:
 None

Motion carried.



                 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
WAIVERS -- NONE
                                            *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

CONSENT AGENDA

Chairman Garber asked if the public wished for any item to be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.  There was no request.

Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Ms. Carter that the Board approve the consent agenda as follows:

MINUTES

Approved minutes of the following meetings:

· Regular Meeting, Wednesday, October 10, 2018

· Staff Briefing, Monday, October 22, 2018
Vote was as follows:  
Yeas:
Garber, Bragg, Shull, Coleman, Pattie

           and Carter 





Nays:
None

Motion carried.

                                              *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY THE BOARD 
Ms. Bragg assisted Fire and Rescue with Operation Warm which distributes coats to students at various schools within the County.  Reminder to register for the Legislative Breakfast on December 12th.  The Stuarts Draft Christmas Parade is December 8th and the Staunton Christmas Parade was a success.

Mr. Shull expressed condolences for the David Fisk family.  He thanked the Fire and Rescue staff for their hard work during the last storm.
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY STAFF 
Timothy Fitzgerald, County Administrator discussed the following issue:
1)   Distributed the Department of Social Services Annual Financial Report to the Board.
2)   The CARE Program is in need of help at various schools within the County.  Currently there are six different openings in three different schools.  If these positions are not filled the program will need to be reduced in size.  
The Board would like to take a few more steps in helping to fill the open positions and bring the issue back to the December 12th meeting.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

CLOSED SESSION 

On motion of Ms. Bragg, seconded by Mr. Shull, the Board went into closed session pursuant to:

(1)
the personnel exemption under Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(A)(1)


[discussion, consideration or interviews of (a) prospective candidates for employment, or (b) assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining or resignation of specific employees]:

CLOSED SESSION (CONT’D)
a) Boards and Commissions

b) Assistant County Attorney

(2)
the economic development exemption under Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(A)(5)


[discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous announcement has been made of its interest in locating or expanding its facilities in the county]:

a) Proposed Office space, flex space, storage facilities, manufacturing    facilities, utility and mixed use development.

On motion of Mr. Shull, seconded by Ms. Carter, the Board came out of Closed Session. 

Vote was as follows:  
Yeas:
Garber, Bragg, Shull, Coleman, Pattie 
           and Carter 





Nays:
None

Motion carried.

The Chairman advised that each member is required to certify that PRIVATE 
to the best of their knowledge during the closed session only the following was discussed:

1.
Public business matters lawfully exempted from statutory open meeting requirements, and

2.  
Only such public business matters identified in the motion to convene the executive session.

The Chairman asked if there is any Board member who cannot so certify.

Hearing none, the Chairman called upon the County Administrator/ Clerk of the Board to 
call the roll noting members of the Board who approve the certification shall answer AYE and those who cannot shall answer NAY.

Roll Call Vote was as follows:

AYE: 

Bragg, Garber, Shull, Coleman, Pattie  

and Carter 

          

NAY:   
None

The Chairman authorized the County Administrator/Clerk of the Board to record this certification in the minutes.


                 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Mr. Coleman moved, seconded by Mr. Shull, that the Board appoint the following to serve on the listed Boards and Commissions effective immediately:


David A. Kirby         
Recycling Committee

Exp. 11/28/2022
Vote was as follows:  
Yeas:
Garber, Bragg, Shull, Coleman, Pattie, 

and Carter           





Nays:
None

Motion carried.


                 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business to come before the Board, Ms. Carter moved, seconded by Dr. Pattie, the Board adjourn subject to call of the Chairman.
Vote was as follows:  
Yeas:
Garber, Bragg, Shull, Coleman, Pattie
           and Carter 





Nays:
None

Motion carried.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
_______________________          ______________________________

    Chairman 




County Administrator                 
h:11-28min.18

