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Full Description of Proposal 

Current space needs, functions, operations, and security requirements are not being met at the 
Augusta County Historic Courthouse and the District Courts Building for court functions and 
court-related functions. 

A County-wide referendum to build a courts complex at the Government Center in Verona to 
accommodate space for all courts and court-related functions did not pass in the November 
2016 election.  Having failed the referendum, the County must comply with a state law that 
limits the County to building a courthouse on the current Historic Courthouse site or adjacent 
property. 

Options were developed for a courts complex at the existing District Courts Building site and to 
the west at the Union Bank site, to maintain the courts in downtown Staunton.  Options were 
also explored to avoid building in the floodway, made more apparent by recent flooding 
incidents in downtown Staunton.  To meet the space needs for functionality and security of the 
courts, and avoid issues with the floodway, the County continued to research and explore 
expansion options in downtown Staunton. 

The County has secured purchase options for nine (9) properties surrounding the Historic 
Courthouse to the north and east that will provide expansion space for a combined courts 
facility to accommodate needed space requirements.  The project encompasses the 
permanent preservation through rehabilitation of the 1901 Historic Courthouse and the Echols 
Building, two signature buildings by noted Staunton architect T.J. Collins.  By adaptively 
reusing these buildings, the 1901 Historic Courthouse will remain as an important focal point 
for downtown Staunton – the dominant jewel of the community - and the Echols Building will 
help anchor that street corner.  Renovation and updating of both existing facilities will be done 
in accordance with current building codes, Virginia Courthouse Facility Guidelines, and federal 
accessibility requirements (ADA). 

The Historic Courthouse will continue to house the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office and Land 
Records on the first floor, and the second floor will repurpose the existing Circuit Courtroom for 
ceremonial and jury assembly functions.  The General District Court Clerk’s Office will be in 
part of the Historic Courthouse.  The historic exterior of the courthouse will be preserved and 
repaired in kind.  Care will be taken to confirm rehabilitation work will be completed in a 
manner that preserves the building’s character-defining features and historic building 
materials. The north and east elevations of the courthouse will be partially enclosed by the 
proposed addition, and will remain visible within the building interior. 

Court Place or Barrister’s Row will be enclosed within the addition and serve as the main 
pedestrian access on the first floor, with main public entry and security screening off South 
Augusta Street.  Similarly, this area will be public waiting and Courtroom access on all upper 
floors, and offer views of the Historic Courthouse pediment, roof, and cupola from upper floors. 

The Commonwealth’s Attorney Office will be accommodated on three floors in the Echols 
Building, with inter-connecting secure access to the addition on those floors. 

 



                                       Application for Certificate of Appropriateness                   Attachment 1 
1 East Johnson Street 

October 6, 2020 

Page 2 
 

 

The available square footage of approximately 20,000 SF in the other seven (7) adjacent 
buildings is insufficient to house the additional 95,000 SF needed for all the courts and court-
related functions.  Replacing the seven adjacent buildings with a five-story expansion that 
extends to the north and east, and engages both the Historic Courthouse and the Echols 
Building, will provide a facility that supports all the courts and court-related functions. 

The addition will contain Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court Court Services Unit functions on 
the first floor; two General District Courtrooms with Judges’ Chambers and General District 
Court Clerk’s Office on the second floor; two Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court Courtrooms 
with Judges’ Chambers and Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court Clerk’s Office on the third 
floor; one Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court Courtroom with Judges’ Chamber, Juvenile & 
Domestic Relations Court Clerk’s Office, and two Circuit Court Jury Deliberation Suites on the 
fourth floor; and two Circuit Court Courtrooms with Judges’ Chambers and Circuit Court Clerk’s 
Office on the fifth floor.  All courtrooms will be provided with the appropriate waiting areas and 
attorney conference/witness rooms, and have direct access to secure holding areas per floor. 

The addition will connect to the Historic Courthouse to the north at only the first and second 
floors, then step back at the upper floors.  Similarly, the expansion will connect to the Historic 
Courthouse to the east at only the first and second floors, then step back at the upper floors 
and connect with the Echols Building.  These connections are necessary to provide secure, 
ADA-compliant access between the addition and the Historic Courthouse that is currently not 
available.  The five-story expansion will function as a backdrop to the Historic Courthouse, with 
architecture that is compatible with the character of the Historic Courthouse, but differentiated 
so as not to copy the design elements of the existing building. 

National Park Service Brief #14 notes that in a densely-built environment, “treating the addition 
as a separate or infill building may be the best approach when designing an addition that will 
have the least impact on the historic building and the district”. 

Similarly, The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation notes that “new additions, 
exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic 
integrity of the property and its environment”. 

Safety and security will be accomplished via separate and secure circulation for public and 
courts personnel, and there will be enclosed detainee transfer for all courts and secured 
circulation within the expanded Historic Courthouse.  Internal, enclosed parking will be 
provided for judges, constitutional officers, and sheriff’s office, and will also accommodate 
secure sheriff’s office sallyport, transport, and holding areas.  Secure access will be off South 
Augusta Street, north of the public access entrance. 

Operations and maintenance of the courts facilities will be improved, with upgrades in 
equipment and technology that will provide effectiveness and consistency in service. 

Augusta County is committed to working with the City of Staunton to develop an addition that 
not only meets the needs and standards of today’s complex court systems but also takes into 
consideration the historical context in which downtown Staunton’s development occurs, and is 
looking forward to continuing this dialogue with the Historic Preservation Commission. 
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Aerial Site Plan                          Moseley Architects  
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Street view from East Johnson Street looking north                    Moseley Architects 
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Corner view from East Johnson Street and South Augusta Street looking north               Moseley Architects 
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Corner view from East Johnson Street and South Augusta Street looking northeast              Moseley Architects 
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Aerial corner view from East Johnson Street and South Augusta Street looking northeast             Moseley Architects 
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Aerial view from South Augusta Street looking east at entry                 Moseley Architects 
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Street view from South Augusta Street looking east at entry                  Moseley Architects 
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Corner view from East Beverley Street and South Augusta Street looking south               Moseley Architects 
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Aerial view from South Augusta Street looking southeast                   Moseley Architects 
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Aerial view from South New Street looking southwest including Courthouse Alley               Moseley Architects 
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Aerial view from South New Street and Courthouse Alley looking south including Memorial Garden            Moseley Architects 
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Street view from East Johnson Street looking northwest                   Moseley Architects 
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                                                                                              Plat Plan                      Moseley Architects 
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1 East Johnson Street 
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11 South Augusta Street 
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1 Court Place 
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5 Court Place 
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7 Court Place 
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9 Court Place 
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11 Court Place 
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5 Lawyers Row 
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7 Lawyers Row 
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Tax Map

Number
PID Address Owner

375 9006 1 East Johnson Street Augusta County

375 3825 11 South Augusta Street EHC Properties LLC

375 1623 1 Court Place H.C. Stuart Cochran

375 1622 5 Court Place H.C. Stuart Cochran

375 9004 7 Court Place Barristers Row Real Estate LLC

375 5249 9 Court Place Barristers Row Real Estate LLC

375 4902 11 Court Place Sue & Richard Schwarting

375 1769 5 Lawyers Row Court Square Real Estate

375 9281 7 Lawyers Row Dwight E. Foster

375 1768 9 Lawyers Row (Echols Building) Colin A Rose 
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Materials – Building Exterior 

The design of a courthouse should convey the dignity and authority of the rule of law, along with 
a sense of history and tradition, particularly in a historic setting. Consequently, the proposed 
design references to the heritage of historic buildings, particularly historic courthouses within 
Virginia. The present 1901 Historic Courthouse housing the circuit court and clerk is the fifth 
courthouse constructed on the site. The original facility was designed by T.J. Collins.  
County Courthouses of Virginia Old and New (c. 1988) by Mary Kegley Bucklen and Larrie L. 
Bucklen states the following: 
 

“The present building is Neo-classical Revival and Beaux-Arts in design and is of redbrick 
with a central pedimented portico supported by yellow brick columns. The Beaux-Arts 
presence is most apparent in the decorative terra cotta panels and cartouches in the 
various tympanums. There are flanking wings with pilasters and the entablature is heavily 
decorated”.  

 
The expansion’s exterior materials will include the following: 

• red brick are color and size to complement the existing 1901 Historic Courthouse and the 
existing Echols Building,  

• stone at base indicative of the same base material of both the 1901 Historic Courthouse 
and the existing Echols Building,  

• architectural precast concrete as accent material at openings at head and sill of windows 
openings,  

• glass fiber reinforced concrete for the free-standing columns at the entry,   
• exterior synthetic wood trim appropriate to complement the Neo-classical Revival and 

Beaux-Arts style, 
• windows will be traditional in detailing and design, and will be inoperable aluminum clad 

wood units that fill punched openings of the addition on the west, north and east elevation 
that are comparable size and proportion of the 1901 Historic Courthouse and Echols 
Building, 

• insulated roof will be a EPDM membrane roof, and 
• if needed, visible mansard mechanical screens will be clad in standing-seam metal 

panels. 
 




