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The criteria for each hazard is assigned a rating of high, medium, or low.  All listed situations refer to major disasters causing loss of life, human suffering, and property damage.  Day-to-day emergencies or accidents that are routinely responded to by local emergency organizations are not included.

1. The HISTORY rating is derived by the number of occurrences of the type of disaster under study over the past 25 years.  If it has not occurred and if conditions have not changed to increase the hazard, the rating is “low”; once in 25 years – “medium”; and two or more times – “high.”

2. Comparing the area at risk to the population and property density can derive estimates of VULNERABILITY.  For example, thinly populated rural jurisdictions near nuclear power plants are considered less “vulnerable” than more heavily populated urbanized ones

3. The MAXIMUM THREAT is the greatest destruction that could occur for the disaster under study.  For example, with a nuclear attack, jurisdictions within a high-risk or target area receive a “high” rating; those within 30-40 miles – “medium”; and other, more remote jurisdictions – “low.”

4. The PROBABILITY of a disaster is a subjective judgment to be made primarily by local officials.  The following guide may be used:

A. Chances per year greater than 1 in 10 – “high”
B. Chances per year between 1 in 10 and 1 in 1000 – “medium”
C. Chances per year less than 1 in 1000 – “low”

APPENDIX K2 TO ANNEX K (CONTINUED)
HAZARDS ANALYSIS SUMMARY TABLE/SCORE

	Threat
	History
	Vulnerability
	Max Threat
	Probability

	Airplane Crash
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low

	Civil Disturbance
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low

	Dam Failure
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low

	Drought
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low

	Earthquake
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low

	Electric Outage
	Low
	Medium
	Medium
	High

	Fire or Explosion
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium

	Flash Flood
	High
	Medium
	Medium
	High

	Flood, Major
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium

	Fuel Shortage, Major
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low

	Hazardous Materials
	Medium
	Medium
	High
	Medium

	Highway Accident
	High
	Low
	Low
	High

	Hurricane/Storm
	High
	High
	High
	High

	Nuclear Attack
	Low
	Medium
	Low
	Low

	Nuclear Power Accident
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low

	Pipeline Accident
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low

	Railroad Disaster
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium

	Structural Collapse
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low

	Water Shortage/Contamination
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low

	Windstorm/Tornado/Severe Storms
	High
	Medium
	High
	Medium

	Winter Storm
	High
	High
	Medium
	Low
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