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USE OF CABLE TELEVISION
DURING EMERGENCY SITUATIONS


During emergencies, it is especially important that the public be kept informed of available resources, dangerous conditions, and the response that emergency personnel are making to the situation.  In addition to using other media outlets, cable television should be used to disseminate this type of information as follows:

1. Emergency Override.  The emergency override on the Cable system allows the Emergency Management Coordinator and the Public Information Officer to inform the public of immediate crisis situations.  The override operates over all channels and anyone watching Cable will see the message.  It is to be used only where instant notification is essential.

	At the direction of the County Administrator or the Emergency Coordinator, the PIO will compose appropriate warning messages for the situation and utilize the cable override system to deliver them.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Government Access Bulletin Board.  The government access bulletin board is available to transmit written messages through the Cable system.  Through use of a character generator, messages can be typed onto the screen and broadcast through the cable company’s facility.  The PIO, upon direction by the County Administrator or the Emergency Coordinator, will utilize this system located at the County Government Center, to transmit any necessary information related to the emergency.
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